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the ultimate mysteries of the Universe. Indeed
the University has been almost the only depart-
ment of public affairs in which I have actively
participated. I have always been deeply inter-
ested in evolutions in Church and State, yet
the isolating influences of early life, meditative
habit, lack of invitation or opportunity, and
withal mental paralysis in public speech, have
kept me, I daresay, too much aloof from the
service of society in Edinburgh, in extra-
academical ways.

Arrangements for adapting the new constitu-
tion to undergraduate studies, and development
of graduation, occupied me in the 'Sixties. In
this I was especially helped by Professor Aytoun,
a congenial comrade in giving life to the new
organism, whose kindly humour was combined
with strong common-sense and faculty for affairs.
The first public graduation in Arts was in the
Assembly Hall, on the Castle Hill, in April 1861,
when it was my duty to deliver the address.

The life of the university, unprecedentedly
active in the thirty years which followed the
legislation of Inglis, owed much of its vigour and
charm to the personality of Sir David Brewster
and of Sir Alexander Grant, who successively pre-istration alternated in my regard withf Edinburgh University. They saw the " Town's
